
April 26, 2016 

Instructional Quality Commission & the California State Board of Education 

1430 N. St., Suite 5111 

Sacramento, CA 94814 

Via Email: iqc(a>cde.ca.gov; sbe(5)cde.ca.gov 

Re: Bataan Legacy Historical Society's Recommendations on History/Social Sciences Curriculum Framework (Grade 11, Chapter 16) 
Dear Members of the Instructional Quality Commission and the California State Board of Education: 

On behalf of the Bataan Legacy Historical Society, I wish to thank the members and staff of the Instructional Quality Commission for 
their continued help, patience and assistance to implement AB199 to include the role of the Filipinos during World War II in the 
Philippines in the history curriculum framework. It has been a long and complicated process but in the end I know that it will be 
worth all the effort because our California students deserve only the best. 

I am sending the IQC our recommendations that have yet to be accepted. While we are very appreciative of some of our 
recommendations that the IQC has already included, we are still asking for these additional points because there still remain some 
factual errors in the current text. These are the same points that we recommended earlier but that the CHSSP has rejected. As I 
mentioned to you, groups from other states are already looking at this history curriculum framework as they are interested in 
replicating this. Therefore, we must ensure that it will be historically accurate and does not contain any factual errors. It must also 
reflect the perspective of those who made the sacrifices in the Philippines during WWII. Many of our reference materials have been 
used in the Infantry School in Fort Benning, Naval War College and other military schools. 

Our recommendations have been supported by our Educational Advisory Group which includes members of academia and the military 
(3 retired U.S. generals), the Philippine Government, various city and state officials, teachers' groups and other organizations. You will 
be receiving more letters of support for our recommendations from various groups including the military. 
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It has taken over seventy-one years to include this in the history curriculum framework for high school in the United States. Most of 
those who fought during WWII in the Philippines have passed on and their legacy grows dimmer with each passing day. 

I am urging the Instructional Quality Commission and the State Board of Education to approve the recommendations made by the 
Bataan Legacy Historical Society on the Grade 11, Chapter 16 of the history curriculum framework. Through their help and support, I 
am confident that California can lead the rest of the nation in giving light and life to the legacy of our WWII veterans. 

Sincerely, 

> 

Cecilia I. Gaerlan 
Executive Director 
Bataan Legacy Historical Society 
(510) 520-8540 

cecilia@bataanlegacy.org 
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Bataan Legacy Historical Society Educational Advisory Group 

Dely Alcantara, Ph.D., Exec. Director, Bataan-Corregidor Memorial Foundation, New Mexico 

Steve Arevalo, Filipino American Community Organizer 

Ruth Asmundson, Ph.D., Former Mayor of Davis, CA 

Manuel Bella, MA, San Francisco Unified School District, (Retired) 

Catherine Ceniza-Choy, Ph.D., Professor & Former Chair, Department of Ethnic Studies, University of California, Berkeley 
Ray Cordoba, MA, PPS, Former Dean, Lowell High School, San Francisco, CA, USAR Vietnam veteran 
Lt. Col. Rodrigo Dela Concepcion, Jr., INF, USAR (Retired), English Teacher, Sec. Ed. Retired 
Pamela Doolan, Former President, Berkeley Unified School District Board of Education 

Angienette Desuyo Estonina, MA, Ed.D., Elementary Supervisor for the Multilingual Pathways Department in the Division of Curriculum and 
Instruction in San Francisco Unified School District (SFUSD) 

Penelope V. Flores, Ph.D. Professor Emeritus, San Francisco State University 

Jay Gonzalez, Ph.D., Chair, Department of Public Administration, Golden Gate University, SF 

Michael Gonzalez, MA, Ed.D., Professor of Philippine Studies, City College of San Francisco 

Brig. General Oscar Hilman (Retired), National President, Philippine Scouts Heritage Society 

Estella Habal, Ph.D., Professor, Emeritus, San Jose State University 

Linda Halog, Ph.D., Educational Psychologist 

Ricardo Trota Jose, Ph.D., Professor of History, University of the Philippines, Director of the Third World Studies Center 
Benito Legarda, Jr., Ph.D., Author and Founding Member, Memorare Manila 1945 
Consuelo Hall-McHugh, Founding Member, Memorare Manila 1945 

Ron Muriera, National Trustee, Filipino American National Historical Society (FANHS), San Jose Arts Commission 
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Oscar Penaranda, MA, Creative Writing, Certified Foreign Language Teacher 
Raquel Ramsey, Ph.D., (Retired) Beverly Hills Unified School District 
Maj. General Eldon Regua (Retired), California Governor's Military Council 
Aurora Soriano-Cudal, BSE, CPH, D.Hum 

Maj. General Antonio Taguba (Retired), Filipino Veteran Recognition and Education Project 

Juanita Tamayo-Lott, Ph.D., Author, Common Destiny: Filipino American Generations' and retired federal demographer, Co-Founder of First Ethnic 
Studies Department in the U.S. (San Francisco State Univ.) 

Sid Valledor, MBA, Author, The Original Writings of Philip Vera Cruz, Filipino-American labor organizer 



HSSC SMC Approved Text(Summary of 
Actions 24Marchl2016) 

The US army, which included American and 
Filipino troops, led by General Douglas 
MacArthur, were unable to defend the 
territory and strategically retreated to the 
jungles of the Bataan Peninsula. 


Although American and Filipino troops 
lacked ammunition and food, and 
thousands were sick from malaria and 
dengue fever, they managed to defend 
Bataan for 99 days. 


MacArthur fled to Australia during this 
period, vowing, "I shall return." 


On April 9, 1942 General Edward P. King, 
Jr., US commander of all ground troops in 
Bataan, surrendered his 76,000 sick and 


BLHS Comments on HSSC SMC 

Approved Text 

This version overlooks the fact 
that majority of the troops were 
Filipinos. AB199, the legislative 
mandate for this curriculum 
revision is about the role of the 
Filipinos during WWII. 


The significance of the Battle of 
Bataan must be stated as it 
delayed the 52-day timetable of 
the Imperial Japanese Army, 
despite massive disease and 
starvation. 


"I shall return" does not add value 
to the framework and continues 
to perpetuate the MacArthur 
myth. He did not flee but was 
ordered to leave for Australia. 


Bataan Legacy Recommended Text 

The U.S. Army Forces in the Far East 
(USAFFE) comprised of American and 
Filipino troops who manned seven- 
eights of the main line of resistance 
and led by General Douglas 
MacArthur, were unable to defend 
the territory and strategically 
retreated to the jungles of the Bataan 
Peninsula. 

Despite suffering from massive 
disease and starvation and fighting 
without any air support, the USAFFE 
troops performed a delaying action 
that disrupted the 52-day timetable 
of the Imperial Japanese Army by 
defending Bataan for 99 days. 

On March 12, 1942, General 
MacArthur left the Philippines for 
Australia. 


On April 9, 1942, General Edward P. 
King, Jr., Commanding General of 
Luzon Force, surrendered 63,000 










HSSC SMC Approved Text(Summary of 
Actions 24Marchl2016) 

starving troops (American and Filipino) to 
the Japanese, one of the most grievous 
defeats in American military history. The 
captured soldiers were then forced to 
march more than 60 miles north in what 
became known as the Bataan Death 
March. Conditions during the march were 
brutal. POWs who couldn't keep up due to 
exhaustion or a lack of food or water, they 
were beaten, bayoneted, shot, or in some 
cases, beheaded by Japanese soldiers; 
approximately 10,000 Filipinos and 750 
Americans died along the way. If the 
POWs survived the grueling trek, they 
were packed into pre-war boxcars for 
transport to prison camps. Thousands of 
soldiers died in the journey and in the 
camps from sickness and starvation. 


Over the next three years, the US 
employed an island-hopping strategy to 


BLHS Comments on HSSC SMC 
Approved Text 


Majority of the troops died during 
the march and not during the 
journey in the boxcars. 

The fate of the American soldiers 
of USAFFE must be included in 
this curriculum. 


Thousands of Filipino guerrillas 
laid the groundwork for the 


Bataan Legacy Recommended Text 

Filipino and 12,000 American troops. 
They were forced to march some 60 
miles to their prison camp at Camp 
O'Donnell with no provisions for 
food, water or shelter. Those who 
could no longer go on were beaten, 
bayoneted, shot and in some cases 
even beheaded by their Japanese 
captors. Approximately 10,000 
Filipinos and 750 Americans died in 
what became known as the Bataan 
Death March. Once inside Camp 
O'Donnell, approximately 20,000 
Filipinos and 1600 Americans died. A 
majority of the American prisoners 
were later transported under dismal 
conditions in the hulls of unmarked 
vessels termed as "Hell Ships" to 
Japan, China, Formosa and Korea 
where they worked as slave laborers. 
Thousands died en route by friendly 
fire. Many more died while serving as 
slave laborers. 


During the next 3 years, the Filipinos 
and Americans formed guerrilla 
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HSSC SMC Approved Text(Summary of 
Actions 24Marchl2016) 

BLHS Comments on HSSC SMC 
Approved Text 

Bataan Legacy Recommended Text 

push back the Japanese advance. In 
February 1945 American and Filipino 
forces finally recaptured the Bataan 
Peninsula; Manila was liberated the next 
month. By the end of the war, 
approximately 1,000,000 civilians had died 
and Manila became the second most 
devastated city in the world after Warsaw. 

eventual liberation of the 
Philippines during the 3 years 
prior to the liberation. 

The Capture of Bataan Peninsula is 
no longer significant at this point. 
The Battle of Leyte Gulf is the 
seminal event that destroyed the 
Imperial Japanese Navy leading to 
the defeat of Japan. 

groups which laid the groundwork for 
the liberation. On October 23 to 26, 
1944, the Battles of Leyte Gulf 
destroyed the Imperial Japanese 
Navy. Manila was liberated by March 
1945 killing 100,000 civilians, 
approximately half by Japanese 
massacre and it became the second 
most devastated city in the world 
after Warsaw. By the end of the war 
approximately 1,000,000 civilians had 
died in the Philippines. 


References: 

1. Order of Battle of the United States Army Ground Forces in World War II - Pacific Theater of Operations, Office of the Chief of Military 
History, Dept, of the Army, Washington, D.C., 1959 

2. Advanced Infantry Officers Course 1949-1950 - The Operation of the II Corps of Bataan 10 January to 8 April 1942, The Infantry School, Ft. 
Benning, GA; 

3. Sixth Annual Report - U.S. High Commissioner of the Philippine Islands 

4. The Fall of the Philippines, Ed. By Louis Morton; WWII in the Pacific , Dept, of History, US Military Academy 

5. Memorandum for the President, Subject: Authority of the Supreme Commander for the Allied Powers (U.S. National Archives & Records 
Administration), Date September 13, 1945 

6. War Plan Orange by Edward W. Miller 

7. Navy Basic War Plan Rainbow #5 
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8. Congressional Research Service Report for Congress on US Prisoners of War and Civilian American Citizens Captured and Interned by Japan 
in WWII, July 2001. 

9. Nimitz Graybook 

10. Proceedings of the Conference WWII in the Philippines, Remembering 60 Years After, National Historical Commission of the Philippines 



